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April, 2022 

Greetings from the Youth Camp Board 

This year the camp will be in full operation. We will be bringing 365 deserving 

children to camp this season plus about 180 children of Elk members. Senior Staff 

training will be held June 7-10 and training for all the other employees will be 

June 13-17. The first session will start on June 19 and will end with session six on 

August 5th. The fifth and sixth sessions will be for Elk members children. 

The men’ camp opening is May 19th thru the 22. Let John or Charlie know you’re 

coming so we can assign cabins, plan meals and schedule work. Ladies opening is 

June 3rd thru the 5th. Let Becky Radika know you’re coming so she can assign 

cabins and plan work for all you ladies. 

We have started to remodel the Winona Cabin which will be renamed to the 

Winona/Hopkins Cabin. Bob Arthur from the Hopkins Lodge along with some 

other help have started the project. The cabin is going to be completely redone on 

the inside with two new bathrooms, five bedrooms, a kitchen and sitting room. 

Money for the project is coming from Winona and Hopkins Lodges with some 

money being put in from the camp board. Hopefully this project will be done by 

this fall. 

Krazy Thompson and his crew from I Falls will be at camp the week of April 

18th. They will be filling the wood sheds, rebuilding the small store  plus many 

other projects. At your District Meetings in April there will be a list of needs and 

job's that we would like to get accomplished, there is always a lot to do and your 

help during opening is always appreciated. 

There will be no Family Camp this year and the Camp Board will reassess for 

2023 at our fall closing. 

I have a new phone number, it is 218-421-5975, feel free to call me with any ques-

tions you may have, hopefully I will be able to have the answers. 

See all of you at the BEST PLACE ON EARTH, THE MN. ELKS YOUTH CAMP 

on opening weekend. 

 

Charlie Radika  

Chairman of the MN Elks Youth Camp Board of Directors 

From the Camp Board The Camp Board 

Executive Director 

John Miller Hopkins 2221 

North District 

Krazy Thompson Int’l Falls 1599 

Charlie Radika PSP Hibbing 1022 

Central District 

Herman Wisneski PSP Brainerd 615 

Dick Lyscio Brainerd 615 

Metro District 

Pat Wright PSP Hopkins 2221 

Tom Hoelscher Minneapolis 44 

South District 

Ron Sik Mankato 225 

Allen Rahn Winona 327 

Camp Treasurer 

Bill Schindele PSP Willmar 952 

Youth Camp Chronicle 

http://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/MN-Elks-Youth-Camp/151431588262324
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From Our Youth Camp Directors  

Hello Elks Camp Supporters, 

As we near spring, the thoughts and preparation for the summer of 2022 at the Min-

nesota Elks Youth Camp are well underway.  It won’t be long before campers will be 

playing and enjoying the playground, beach, dining hall, campfire, lodge and so 

many of the other fantastic places at camp.  We are so excited to get started! 

The past two years have been challenging to endure for all of us with numerous     

restrictions and guidelines for our staff and campers.  Last year we were very grateful 

to operate at partial capacity considering the conditions.  We are happy to report that we have expectations 

for a return to a full normal summer of providing eligible Minnesota youth with a life changing experience 

at the Best Place On Earth.   

With the plan for return to a normal summer, we will ask to adhere to reminders when recruiting campers.  

Please check and follow the suggested guidelines on our website.  Elks Camp is a great place for financial 

needy campers but we are not staffed to take on all campers with excessive needs.  Some of the most needy 

campers can ruin a positive experience for staff and other campers.  There are other camps out there for 

many of those youth that can be researched.  If you have questions on the eligibility of a camper, please com-

municate with us ahead of time.  We welcome questions and encourage discussion to help the process of re-

cruiting in any way.  A special thanks goes out to all recruiters as you really make a difference. 

One issue that we are experiencing this spring is consistent with most businesses today.  There is a shortage 

of workers in the workforce.  Many companies are paying high salaries to attract summer staff and as a    

result, we are struggling to fill our staff.  Although our salaries are competitive with other camps, our pitch 

to potential staff members also involves trying to sell the experience of working at a camp and making a dif-

ference with kids.  We normally employ about 30+ staff during the summer and many of these positions are 

filled.  We currently have seven openings for men and women positions including two kitchen manager/

cook positions.  If you have leads for staff members, please check out the website advertisement.  

We graciously want to thank all of the Elks Members in Minnesota including our camp board and leaders for 

the opportunity to once again direct camp at full capacity.  There are so many great things happening for our 

state project and we appreciate the work of each member involved in Elks Camp.  You all make a difference 

for the Best Place on Earth.   

See you at camp! 

Sincerely,  

Joel and Kim Baumgarten 

Minnesota Elks Camp Directors 



Minnesota Elks Association and guests: 

There is excitement in the air as we are finally ready to open the Youth Camp back 

to “normal” status!  I am certain that you are all nodding your heads with me that 

it has been a long two years.  No need to focus on the past when you are walking 

forward.  I am just so excited that we can help educate and shape kids' lives again 

for a summer at The Minnesota Elks Association Crown Jewel. 

If you’re reading this and have not ever been to our camp, please don’t make the 

same mistake I did and wait to see the most beautiful piece of property in our state.  Consider attending our 

Minnesota Elks Association Mid Year Convention in 2022 and enjoy the property with scores of Minnesota 

Elks!  You can explore the camp with tours, games, hay rides, and more!  It’s an opportunity for you to fully 

understand why we are so passionate about not only the property itself, but also the young people who    

attend the camp and work there. 

As of the drafting of this communication, there is some important legislation in regards to our Youth Camp 

Memorial Fund and its growth that will be presented at our 2022 State Convention in Eveleth.  If you are a 

Member in good standing, your vote counts at our conventions.  Please consider making the trip to Eveleth 

from June 23-25 to hear more! 

Thanks to all of the fantastic people who volunteer the labor to get the camp ready to open and also to those 

who work there and help make children's lives better.  Thank you to our Minnesota Elks Youth Camp Direc-

tors who keep a close eye on the property and its finances. Lastly, thank you to all of you who donate to our 

Penny A Day program.  Those dollars go to our Camp Memorial Fund and help finance the ongoing projects 

at the camp. 

It's great to be an Elk, and remember to Choose Happy! 

John Jennings 

Minnesota Elks Association 

State President 2021-22 

Choose Happy! 
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This year there will not be a separate week set aside for Troops kids. We are incorporating them into the    

Local Lodge Sessions and Elks Kids Week depending on which session the child will attend.  We are seeking 

Troops kids so if you know of a deserving child, please have them request a slot through the Camp web site 

at https://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org/troops-kids.html  Registration for Elks Kids opens on April 1 and 

ALL registrations must be done online through the web site. The dates of the sessions can be found on page 4 

of this newsletter and the cost is the same at $175 for Elks and $225 for non-Elk friends. You can find more 

information here:  https://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org/elks-kids-week.html  

Troops Kids & Elks Kids Week 

https://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org/troops-kids.html
https://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org/elks-kids-week.html
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Looking forward to a full camp-

ing season after a 2 year break. 

Our recruiters have been off for 2 

years, some are new and we all 

need to be recruiters this year. 

We want to send deserving kids 

to camp, that means a child who otherwise would not 

be able to have the experience. We all know friends, 

neighbors, teachers, church people who could refer 

kids to camp, kids you may know. Please contact 

them and work with your recruiter to help them se-

lect campers. It is not a one person job. Camps in the 

Brainerd area run $700-$900 a week, many parents 

can not handle that but we can, free of charge! Let's 

spread the word. Please read the recruiting page in 

this newsletter, more info will follow. We will have a 

young staff which makes camper selection very im-

portant this year. Any questions or concerns please 

contact Kim or Joel or your district camp directors. 

Thanks in advance for providing the "Best Place On 

Earth" to our deserving kids. 

 

John M Miller  

Executive Director 

 

2022 Schedule 

Men’s Opening: May 19-22 

Ladies Opening: June 3-5 

Senior Staff: June 7-10 

Training Week: June 13-17 

Session 1—Lodges: June 19-24 

Session 2—Lodges: June 26-July 1 

4th of July Break 

Session 3—Lodges: July 10-15 

Session 4—Lodges: July 17-22 

Session 5—Elks Kids: July 24-29 

Session 6—Elks Kids: July 31-Aug 5  

Camp Closing: September 22-25 
 

There will not be a Family Camp Weekend in 2022. 

The board will reassess next year for 2023. 

From The Executive Director 

Session 2: June 26-July 1, 2022       

  Boys   Girls   Total 

Brainerd 12  12  24 

Owatonna 14  16  30 

Rochester 10  10  20 

Winona 10  6  16 

 45  45  90 

    Session 1: June 19-24, 2022 

  Boys   Girls   Total 

Alexandria 10  12  22 

Hibbing 10  8  18 

Mankato 10  6  16 

Willmar 8  6  14 

Worthington 5  7  12 

Hutchinson 6  5  11 

 49  44  93 

Session 4: July 17-22, 2022  

  Boys   Girls   Total 

Dakota 2  2  4 

Faribault 6  6  12 

Hopkins 10  8  18 

Minneapolis 8  8  16 

Red Wing 8  8  16 

St. Cloud 2  2  4 

Stillwater 8  6  14 

Wadena 4  4  8 

 48  44  92 

Session 3: July 10-15, 2022 

  Boys   Girls   Total 

Bemidji 8  8  16 

Duluth 12  12  24 

Eveleth 10  10  20 

Fergus Falls 2  2  4 

International Falls 7  7  14 

Virginia 6  6  12 

 45  45  90 

2022 Camping Schedule 



 
 

 

 

Minnesota Elks Summer Youth Camp 
 

Recruiting Tips & How To 

 
The following tips and guidelines will help you recruit kids for Youth Camp and will help ensure both the 

kids and the staff have a great week. (Contact info - youthcamp@mnelks.org) 

1. Remember that recruiting should be fun!  You are giving away a free week at the BPOE! 

2. Look for families with financial needs first. 

3. Churches and teachers/school staff are great resources. 

4. Social workers often send students with excessive needs that struggle socially and emotionally 

at camp. Be careful and get to know the campers if you choose to work with social services. 

5. Campers with excessive needs such as discipline issues, bi-polar, ODD, depression, anxiety or a 

combination of any of these, may result in behavior management issues and you may need to 

pick them up early. 

6. Campers with ANY medical or dietary concerns MUST be reviewed with Kim on a one-on-one 

basis before accepting their registration. Diabetic, gluten free, extreme food allergies are 

examples of issues that can often be difficult to attend to during a regular session of camp. 

7. If a student has a one on one aide while in school, we cannot handle them at camp.  We don't 

have enough staff to provide for their needs safely. 

8. If a camper is on medication, the parents need to provide them in the original prescription 

bottle while at camp. 

9. A nurse (health tech) will administer all prescription and over-the-counter drugs.  All 

medications need to be in original packages/bottles. We will not accept medications in daily pill 

containers or any container other than the original prescription bottle (with the corresponding 

child’s name on the prescription). 

10. Please fill girls in your allocated “girl” spots and boys in the allocated “boy” spots. The numbers 

add up from all that session’s lodges to exactly how many beds are available in girls cabins and 

boys cabins. 

11. Please complete a lice check/medical sheets/paperwork. If your nurse finds LICE OR NITS, the 

child CANNOT attend camp.  

12. Send a spreadsheet list of all campers and information to Kim prior to arrival to allow 

quicker/smoother registration on Sundays. More info to come. youthcamp@mnelks.org 

13. Campers (and their PARENTS) should be made aware of our NO electronics policy. They may not 

have cell phones or any connective watches. It is a much-needed vacation from their phones. 

14. If a camper needs to go home for any reason (illness, behavioral issues, homesickness, etc.), a 

lodge member will need to provide a ride home or your lodge will be charged for our staff to be 

away from camp.  

15. On Sunday our drop off/registration process time is 1:30pm to 3:30pm.  Contact Kim to plan for 

your specific time to drop off. Pick up time is 8:30am to 9:30am on Friday. 



 
 

 

 

Minnesota Elks  

Summer Youth Camp 
 

A Free Summer Camp for Deserving Youth Ages 9-13 

 
 

A Moment Lasts Only A Second 
But The Memory Lives On Forever 

Help your child make great memories at the 
Minnesota Elks Youth Camp.  

• Summer youth camp for deserving 
youth sponsored by Elks lodges 
throughout Minnesota 

• Free co-ed camp for kids 9-13 years old 
who might not otherwise have the 
opportunity to attend summer camp 

• North woods setting - 270+ acres on 
and around Pelican Lake in Nisswa, MN 
with sandy beaches and fun activities is 
ideal for teaching youth about the great 
outdoors 

• Elks pay all necessary camper fees as 
well as provide free transportation to 
and from the camp 

 
 

 

 
 

Some of the great activities at camp: 
• Archery 

• Arts & Crafts 

• Miniature Golf 

• Biking 

• Kayaking 

• Swimming 

• Volleyball 

• Basketball 

• Fishing 

• Theater 

• Playground 

• Softball 

• Driving Range 

• Karaoke 

• Climbing Wall 

• Canoeing 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Space is limited for our free camping sessions. Contact your local Elks lodge for more info. 

Help a deserving youth enjoy a week long north woods experience 
 

Get more information on the camp at http://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org 



 

 
 

Job Openings 

Minnesota Elks Youth Camp 

 

 

For more information or to apply contact us at: 

Kim or Joel : 320-492-3899 youthcamp@mnelks.org 

www.mnelksyouthcamp.org  :  www.facebook.com/MNElksYouthCamp 

Looking for a great summer job / internship? 
We are looking for quality people who are great with kids 

 

Camp Work Opportunities:      

• Starting salary $300 per week (~ $2,100 for the summer)  

• Some returning employees receive raises 

• Numerous scholarship opportunities for students 

• A variety of positions including counselor, programs, kitchen & more 

• Free room and board-great food! 

• Individual living quarters 

• Approximately 25-30 staff members 
• Friday noon until Sunday noon time off 

 

Staff Requirements: 

• Preferably be 18+ years old-High School Graduate 

• Preferably working toward a college degree 

• Live on Camp for 8 weeks 

• Like working with Children 

• Team Player-Good Mentor-Positive Person 

• Willing to be trained-No experience necessary 
 

 

About the Camp: 

The Minnesota Elks Youth Camp has been in operation since 1954.  

Minnesota Elks members from 24 different Minnesota communities 

sponsor about 700 campers each year during June, July and August.  

The 300 acre camp is located on the south end of beautiful Pelican 

Lake in Nisswa.  Providing a truly unforgettable camp experience for 

underprivileged youth is the ultimate goal of this recreational camp.  

Citizenship and character education are other focuses of the 

camper’s week.  Staff members can make a real difference in a 

camper’s life by participating in this experience.  Good mentors for 

campers are necessary to allow for this goal to be achieved.   

 

Minnesota Elks Youth Camp is an equal opportunity employer. 

 

 

Schedule:  (7 Weeks-Paid) 
 

Check in:  June 13th Afternoon 

Training:  June 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 

Week #1 June 19-24 

Week #2 June 26-July 1 

4th of July Break 

Week #3    July 10-15 

Week #4 July 17-22 

Week #5 July 24-29 

Week #6  July 31-Aug 5 

Check out: August 6th 
 

Camp Activities include: 
Swimming / Snorkeling 

Pontooning / Fishing 

Hiking 

Camping Activities 

Campfire Skits & Stories 

Acting / Singing 

Canoeing / Kayaking 
Large and Small Group Games 

Team Field and Court Sports 

Lawn and Beach Games 

Arts and Crafts 

Orienteering 

Team Building 

Wall Climbing 

Driving Range / Miniature Golf 

Archery 

Playground 



 

Minnesota Elks Youth Camp 
 

On Pelican Lake, Nisswa, MN 

NOW 

HIRING! 

Looking for a great summer job? 

Contact us for more information: 
 Joel or Kim at 320-492-3899 or youthcamp@mnelks.org 

10860 County Road 118,   Nisswa, MN 56468 
www.mnelksyouthcamp.org/jobs.html  -   www.facebook.com/MNElksYouthCamp 

Starting salary $300 per week  

Free room and board - great food! 

Individual living quarters 

Approximately 25-30 staff members 

Numerous scholarship opportunities for students 

Friday noon until Sunday noon time off 

Seven (7) week paid schedule: June 13, 2022 thru August 6, 2022 

A variety of open positions including counselor, programs, kitchen & more 



 
 

 

Minnesota Elks Youth Camp 
 

Elks Kids Week Schedule & Info for 2022 
 

Elks Kids &  
Grandkids Week 

Session 1: July 24 – July 29, 2022 
Session 2: July 31 – August 5, 2022 

 

Send Your Child to Camp! 
Spots Are Limited-Sign Up Now! 

 

• Two sessions are set aside for children 
and grandchildren of Elks members and 
their friends. 

• Co-ed camp for kids 9-13 years old 

• North woods setting - 270+ acres 
around Pelican Lake in Nisswa, MN 

• Cost is $175 for children or grand-
children of Elks members  

• Your child can bring a friend to share 
the camp experience – cost for Non 
Elks children is $225 

• Spots are limited and granted on a first 
come first serve basis. Registration is 
done ONLINE on the Youth Camp web 
site at: http://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org  

Under Camp Sessions / Elks Kids Week. 

• Registration opens up on April 1, 2022.   

• You are required to provide 
transportation to and from camp. 

 

 

 
 
 

Some of the great activities at camp: 
• Archery 

• Arts & Crafts 

• Miniature Golf 

• Biking 

• Kayaking 

• Swimming 

• Volleyball 

• Basketball 

• Fishing 

• Theater 

• Playground 

• Softball 

• Golf Driving Range 

• Karaoke 

• Climbing Wall 

• Canoeing 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Get more info on the camp and register at http://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org 
 

http://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org/
http://www.mnelksyouthcamp.org/
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